
FINANCE & UTILITY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 6:00 PM 

 

The Committee meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Nathan Brown.  Those 

present included:  Mayor Nathan Brown, Council Members John Dayton and Vaughn Ripley, 

Committee Member Syree Williams, and staff members Dave Dunn, Carrie Myers, John 

Gerstner, Danny Pendergraft, and Rikki Bruchey. 

 

Clark Azar Work Order #335.023 – East F Street Water Line Replacement 

Mr. Gerstner stated this water line is located in a challenging area, therefore he would like to 

seek engineering input before replacement.  The Committee recommended approval to the 

Council for this $13,000 work order. 

 

Clark Azar Work Order #335.024 – Delaware Avenue Drainage Study 

Mr. Gerstner stated he would like to seek engineering guidance on how to fix this issue without 

removing the entire storm box and tearing up the street.  He stated this project would take five or 

six employees up to three weeks to complete, so we may want to consider hiring a contractor for 

this work.  The Committee recommended approval of this $3,500 work order. 

 

I&I Grouting Project Engineering Support 

Mr. Gerstner stated since this is a $2,100,000 contract that is fairly specialized, he would like to 

have our engineer take a look and provide feedback.  The Committee recommended approval of 

this $3,800 work order. 

 

13th Avenue Pole Barn Price Increase 

Mr. Gerstner stated the price of lumber has increase and the vendor has stated the project will 

now increase in cost by $13,360.  The Committee recommended approval to the Council for this 

$13,360 change order. 

 

Smoke Testing Follow Up Discussion 

Mr. Gerstner was seeking guidance on how to handle smoke testing violations that are 

homeowner responsibility, but would be potentially costly fixes.  The Committee recommended 

sending letters to homeowners to see what kind of responses are received.  They agreed there 

would be no loan program at this time to offer assistance in this area. 

 

Sidewalk Handrail Replacement Cost – 111 North Georgia Avenue 

Mr. Dunn stated this sidewalk replacement needs a handrail added to the project because the 

adjacent yard is a significant drop-down from the sidewalk. The homeowner inquired who would 

be responsible for the cost of the handrail.  The Committee agreed that the homeowner would be 

responsible for the cost of the handrail, and that said cost could be included in the loan program. 

 

FY2021 Enterprise Budget 

Mr. Dunn stated the water fund will have a reserve of over $400,000 without any rate increase. 

Currently the sewer fund will have a deficit of $100,000 without any rate increase.  Staff has 

considered any non-essential projects/costs that could be removed from the budget, but feel all of 

the budgeted costs and projects are necessary this year.  Mr. Dunn stated a 6% increase in the 



sewer fund would balance that fund.  The Committee recommended no increase to the water 

rates and a 6% increase to the sewer rates to the Council for public hearing. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 


